
 

 

Where's My Rose Garden?      
by Carolyn Webb 

 

Like everyone, I have those times in my life when I need a 

little attitude adjustment. Recently I tried reading a book that 

claimed if we just had the right attitude, God would bless us in 

this life beyond our wishes. A positive attitude will bring 

about God's blessings - it didn't feel very true to me. Sure God 

says "Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, 

knock and the door will be opened to you" (Matthew 7:7), but 

did that mean life would be a bed of roses? Then, as I was 

washing dishes and thinking about the difficulties our family was facing, the following popped into my head: 

  

"I beg your pardon; I never promised you a rose garden. Along with the sunshine there's got to be a little rain 

sometime." 

  

Some of you may recognize these lyrics from a song written by Joe South and made a hit by country singer Lynn 

Anderson in 1970. I was just a kid when that song came out and I hadn't thought about it in years. While it was written 

as a love song, now I was hearing it as a call back to reality, leading me to look into what God really says about the tough 

times of life. 

  

God didn't promise life would be a rose garden. He created this world to be a perfect garden, but that was ruined by 

Adam and Eve's actions. Now we all work hard, deal with illness, disappointment, and death. It's all part of life. Life is full 

of troubles. So what does God say about troubles? 

  

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.(2 

Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV) 

  

The troubles of this life are only temporary and they work to bring us closer to God and prepare us for eternal glory. If 

this life were perfect would ask, seek, or knock? Would we look forward to spending eternity with God in heaven? Not 

likely. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness 

dwells. (2 Peter 3:13 NIV) That is the comfort that keeps me going day to day, not the promise that this life will be a rose 

garden. 

  

God of all comfort, comfort us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves receive from God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Season: Pentecost 

Video: 2. Women Mentoring Women 

Devotions: 18. PIL 

54. Temptation  

150. Are Your Roots Showing? 

 155. Threadbare, a Tale of Perseverance 

 Prayer: 4. Dear Victorious Lamb of God, I woke up to this new day of grace and... 

 Super Girl: 2. The day this picture was taken started out almost like any other... 

 Scripture References: Isaiah 40:29, 31; Jeremiah 45:3; Romans 7:22; 2 Corinthians 4:1; 

Colossians 3:10; 1 Peter 4:14 
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